
 an experience no one can match  2 Corinthians 12:1-4; Acts 9:3-6;
     
  
  
                Galatians 1:11-17; Genesis 2:8-17; Revelation 21:1-4, 22:1-5
What Paul saw was __________, the ability of _________ to ___________. 

 why did it happen?  2 Corinthians 12:5,6; 2 Corinthians 4:17,18; 



      

   
 Romans 8:18-23; Philippians 1:21-23, 3:20,21
Paul knew from _________________ that our future___________  will
                                          __________________ any and all ________________.
Our ___________ with Christ gives us ________________ to______________

                                            any ____________.


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 12:1-6    Week of April 23, 2017 (week 4 of 9)
1.
Describe a time when you had trouble keeping a secret. 
2.
Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-6. What reasons might Paul have had for relating this account in the third person (as if it happened to someone else)? 

Read v 7. How does this verse clarify that Paul is speaking about himself? 

What reasons does Paul give for not having mentioned this experience earlier?
3.
Read Acts 1:2,22. What criteria does Luke give for one to be considered an Apostle? 

Read Acts 9:3-6 and Galatians 1:11-17. How do these experiences and that described in 2 Corinthians 12 demonstrate Paul’s qualifications as an Apostle? 

Why does this matter to us?

4.
Read Genesis 2:8-17 & Revelation 21:1-4 & 22:1-5. What appeals to you most from these descriptions of the original creation and the new creation? 

What does Paul’s description in 2 Corinthians 12 add to your understanding of “Paradise”? 

What (if anything) else do you wish we knew about the new creation?
5.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:17,18 & Romans 8:18-23. How does Paul’s “trip to heaven” give credibility to the claims that he makes in these passages? 

Read Philippians 1:21-24 & 3:20,21. How does knowing about Paul’s “trip to heaven” affect your understanding of what he says in these passages?

6.
Review 2 Corinthians 11:23-33. How would Paul’s “trip to heaven” have helped him to endure the mistreatment and hardships that he experienced? 

How can knowledge of his experience help you when you experience difficulties?
As your group prays, reflect on the promise of eternity with Christ in the new earth.

Requests:
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But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 


the Lord Jesus Christ.


		                                                        Philippians 3:20 (ESV)








