
 words are powerful   James 3:1-5a; James 1:19,26; 2:12; 4:11; 5:12; 
 
 

         


     Hebrews 13:17; Matthew 12:36
Anyone who __________will eventually ________ something  ___________.
What comes ________ of the ______________ reflects 

                                                       what’s going on _____ the _______________.

 words can be destructive  James 3:5b-8; Romans 3:13-15; 




    



      Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 12:34-37
Our____________ can do more _______________ than we ____________.

 they don’t have to be  James 3:9-12; Galatians 5:19-23; Ezekiel 36:26




  J
Declare your _____________ to be a ________________ place. 
____________ words that can _______________ your __________________:
...please...          ...thank you...          ...I’m sorry...          
...I love you...          ...i’m praying for you...


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

James 3:1-12          Week of May 29, 2016 (week 9 of 10)
1.
What is the most encouraging thing anyone ever said to you?
2.
Read James 3:1-5a. James compares the tongue (our words) to a horse’s bit and a ship’s rudder. Why do you think the tongue has such control over our lives? 

Read Hebrews 13:17 and Matthew 12:36. How does the warning James gives teachers compare to the warning that applies to everyone? 
3.
Read James 3:5b-8. How is the illustration of fire different from those of the bit and the rudder? 

What does the illustration of animals add to our understanding of the power of words? 

In what ways can the tongue poison people and relationships?

4.
Read Matthew 12:34-37. What does Jesus teach about the significance of our words? 

Read Jeremiah 17:9. How does this verse help explain what Jesus teaches? 
5.
Read James 3:9-12. Why can the tongue produce both blessings and cursing, while the examples James lists from nature produce only one kind of “fruit?” 

Read Ezekiel 36:26. How does the promise of this verse address the problem of the tongue? 

Read Galatians 5:19-23. How would you summarize the difference between the “deeds of the flesh” and the “fruit of the Spirit”? 

How does this distinction apply to the words that we speak?

6.
Do you agree with the statement in Sunday’s message that we sometimes consider sins of speech less important than sins of action? 

Based on James’ teaching, should we? Explain.
As your group prays, ask God to help you allow the Holy Spirit to control your words. 
Requests:
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And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. 


And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 


and give you a heart of flesh.


									 		                  Ezekiel 36:26 (ESV)
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