
 jesus’ disciples     John 11:1-16; John 9:3-5
We can ____________ Jesus when we don’t _________________. 

 martha   John 11:17-27; Luke 10:38-42; John 17:3; Psalm 16:9-11; Job 19:25-27
The best defense against what we don’t___________________



  Is holding on to what we _____________ to be ______________. 
 mary  John 11:28-37; Matthew 28:20
When we ____________, Jesus knows and ___________ our ___________. 

Jesus doesn’t promise to _________ our __________ 




      but to be ________ us _____ it.

Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

John 11:1-37           Week of Sept. 13, 2015 (week 1 of 10)
1.
What is something you did this summer that you had never done before (or something you really enjoyed doing again)?
2.
Read John 11:1-16. What do you think Martha and Mary expected Jesus to do when they sent word to him that Lazarus was sick (v. 3)? 

How do you think they might have felt when Jesus did not return with their messenger? 

What do you think they expected if they received word of Jesus’ response in v. 4? Why?

3.
Read John 11:5&6. The word “so” (“therefore”) at the beginning of v. 6 indicates that Jesus’ love for his friends was the reason for his delay in going to them. How can we understand his delay as an expression of love? 

Have you recognized an expression of God’s love for you that didn’t feel like it at the time? Explain.

4.
Read John 11:8. Do you think Jesus’ disciples were right in being reluctant to return to Judea? Why or why not? 

How do you understand Jesus’ response in vv. 9&10 (see also John 9:3-5)? 

Based on Thomas’ response in v. 16, how much of Jesus’ explanation do you think the disciples understood? 

How does Thomas’ response demonstrate his trust in Jesus?
5.
Read John 11:17-27. What evidences of Martha’s faith do you see in her response to Jesus? 

How do you think she understood Jesus’ promise in vv. 25&26? 

Read John 17:3. How does this further explain the promise Jesus made to Martha?


6.  Read John 11:28-37. How is Jesus’ response to Mary different from his response to Martha? 

What does this suggest about Jesus’ knowledge of and care for his followers as individuals? 

What does his response to Martha tell us about him?
7.
Have you ever been angry at God? 

What comfort does this passage offer for those times when we have difficulty trusting that God is at work for good in our circumstances?
As your group prays, pray especially for those who are hurting and ask God to help you trust him when you experience hardship. 
Requests:


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.like.to



Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. 


Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 


and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.


												   John 11:25,26 (ESV)
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