
 Paul’s Problem  2 Corinthians 12:7; Job 1:6-12; 2;1-10; John 16:33; 
     
  
  
                 James 1:2-4; Romans 5:3,4; Romans 8:28
__________ can use _____________ things to do ____________ things. 

 paul’s prayer  2 Corinthians 12:8; Matthew 26:39; Philippians 4:6,7
It’s OK to ____________ for______________  - and then ____________ God.
 god’s provision  2 Corinthians 12:9,10; Ephesians 2:8,9; Colossians 2:6; 



      

  Philippians 4:12,13; 1 Corinthians 1:25-31
We’re not only ___________ by _____________, we’re __________________

                     and ___________________ by it.


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 12:7-10    Week of April 30, 2017 (week 5 of 9)
1.
Describe a time when you saw something “good” happen as a result of something “bad,” in your own life or someone else’s. 
2.
Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10. How would you explain in your own words what a “thorn in the flesh” is? 

Read Luke 9:23.  How would you explain the difference between a “thorn in the flesh” and “bearing a cross”? 

From these passages, how would you respond to someone who says that hardship in the life of a believer is evidence of a lack of faith?
3.
Read Job 2:1-10. What is said about Job’s character? 

About his suffering? 


How does Job’s response to his suffering compare to Paul’s response to his “thorn in the flesh”? 

How can this account of Job’s suffering help us in our own suffering?
4.
Read Matthew 26:39-44. What does Jesus pray for in addition to relief from the suffering he knows is ahead for him?

How is his prayer a model for us? Read Philippians 4:6,7. What are we instructed to pray for? 

What promise are we given? 
5.
Read Galatians 4:13. What benefit did Paul see as a result from the physical affliction he suffered from? 

Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-5. What other benefit does Paul recognize as a result of suffering? 

Have you seen this result of your own or someone else’s suffering? Explain.
6.
Read 1 Corinthians 1:21-31. Explain in your own words what this passage says about wisdom, foolishness, weakness and strength. 

How does the “foolishness” and “weakness” of the cross relate to our own weaknesses? 
As your group prays, thank God for the promise of his strength in any difficulties that you experience.

Requests:
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Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned 


in whatever situation I am to be content..


		                                                        Philippians 4:11 (ESV)








