
 an example of generous giving  2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 
     
  
  Acts 11:27-29; Romans 12:6; 1 Samuel 15:22; Philippians 1:29,30, 4:10,15
Our ____________ is a response to God’s ___________ in our __________.

Giving isn’t an isolated ______________, it’s a _______________.
 an appeal for generous living  2 Corinthians 8:6-9; 6:7; Philippians 2:5-8;



      


1 Corinthians 13:1-3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Matthew 10:8
Giving isn’t an _____________, it’s ____________ -that God is ____________.
Giving is God’s ____________ flowing _______________ us to ___________.


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 8:1-9       Week of Feb. 19, 2017 (week 6 of 10)
1.
Have you ever received a financial or material gift that you never would have expected? How did it make you feel?
2.
Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. How are the circumstances of the Macedonian churches described? 

From what Paul says here, how would you describe the Macedonians’ attitude toward giving? 

What factors does he say contributed to their generosity? 
3.
Read Acts 11:27-29. How might the Macedonian believers’ personal circumstances have affected their willingness to help the needy in Judea? 

Do you think it is easier to give when you have a lot, or when your resources are limited (opinion)? Explain.

4.
Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-4. What principles for giving can we deduce from Paul’s earlier instructions to the Corinthians regarding the relief offering for the Judean Christians?  
5.
Read 2 Corinthians 8:6-9. How does Paul see their giving to help others as a logical extension of their spiritual growth (v. 7)? 

How might the example of the Macedonian churches have helped motivate the Corinthians to resume their own giving?
6.
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. What does this passage say about the importance of proper motivation for giving? 

Does that mean we shouldn’t give until we’ve “arrived” Spiritually? Explain.

7.
Read Philippians 2:5-8.What effect should the example of Jesus have on our giving to others? 

What practical tools have you found helpful in maintaining a proper attitude toward giving? 
As your group prays, reflect on v. 9 and how God’s grace has been expressed toward you.

Requests:
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For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,


 that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 


so that you by his poverty might become rich.


									         2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV)








