
________________ we do in _______________ is _____________ it.

 we have a mission of persuasion  2 Corinthians 5:11-15, 4:18; Mark 3:21; 
     
  Psalm 76:7; Proverbs 1:7; Matthew 10:28; 20:28; Isaiah 53:6; Ephesians 2:1-5
____________ often results in _________________ and_______________.

 we each have a part in our mission  2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Isaiah 53:2,3;
         

    


  Philippians 2:5-11; Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 3:1-5
Spiritual truth is_________________ so we need to be __________________.

People’s hearts are ________________, so we shouldn’t be ______________.


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 5:11-21       Week of Jan 15, 2017 (week 1 of 10)
1.
What word or phrase best describes the beginning of the new year (so far) for you? Why?

2.
Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-15. Does it surprise you that Paul identifies fear as a motivation for his ministry? Why or why not? 

Read Psalm 76:7, Matthew 10:28 & Proverbs 1:7. How do these verses distinguish between different kinds of fear? 

3.
What words or phrases does Paul use that suggest he was misunderstood or criticized by others? 

How does he defend or explain himself? 


Read 1 Corinthians 4:9-13. How might Paul’s actions described in these verses lead others to consider him to be “beside himself” (out of his mind)? 

How can remembering “the love of Christ” (v. 14) help us accept being misunderstood or criticizes by others? 
4.
Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21. Paul uses various forms of the word “reconciliation” five times in these verses. How does he describe what it means to be reconciled to God?
5.
Read Philippians 2:5-11. What insight does this passage give into the difference between “regarding Christ according to the flesh”  and no longer doing so (v. 16)? 

Why does Paul also say that we should “regard no one according to the flesh”? Explain. 


6.
Read Ephesians 4:22-24 & Colossians 3:1-4. How can we reconcile these exhortations with what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17?   

7.
Sunday’s message suggested that based on Paul’s use of “persuade” (v. 11) and “implore” (v. 20), we should be “persistent but not pushy” in our witness to others. What does that look like? 

What is something our group could do together to “persuade others”?
As your group prays, ask God to direct you to those whom you could “gently influence” to consider what Christ has to offer them.

Requests:
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Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.


											           2 Corinthians 5:20 (ESV)








