
God doesn’t work ________________ of ____________________ – 








he works ________________________ them.
 christ works in us  2 Corinthians 4:7-10; Colossians 1:11; Matthew 13:44;
     1 Corinthians 1:27,28; Ephesians 2:8,9; John 9:1-3; Romans 8:35-37; James 1:2-4
God doesn’t want ____________ to ________ us, but ________ in ______. 
 christ visible through us  2 Corinthians 4:11-15; Psalm 116:5-9; 
         


  Isaiah 26:19; Ephesians 5:20;1 Thessalonians 4:14, 5:18
We don’t ___________ God because ________________ is ___________, 
                                                                     but because ___________ is.


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 4:7-15    Week of Nov. 20, 2016 (week 10 of 10)
1.
What is your favorite Thanksgiving tradition or a favorite memory from Thanksgiving in the past?
2.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-10. How would you explain the contrast in Paul’s illustration in v. 7? 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:27,28. What is the danger of placing too much emphasis on the “messenger” instead of the message of the gospel? 

Read Colossians 3:17,23. How do these verses guard against laziness in our communication of the gospel since we are only “jars of clay” anyway? 
3.
How do the difficulties described in vv. 8 & 9 relate to being “jars of clay”? 

Read James 1:2-4. How does the result of trials that James identifies help us to be more effective as messengers of the gospel? 
4.
Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-5. What two sources of comfort does Paul mention for believers facing affliction? 

How do we receive the comfort from each of the two sources?
5.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:11-15. How had Paul’s “death” (suffering) resulted in life for the believers in Corinth? 

When has another person’s difficulty made a positive impression on you?

6.
Read Psalm 116:5-9. How does the Psalmist’s “hope” compare with that expressed by Paul? 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-57. How can the knowledge of our future resurrection help you to maintain hope when you experience difficulties?  
This is the last study in our current series. Discuss with your group whether you want to meet together before we resume in January.

As your group prays, pray for each other in the difficulties you are currently experiencing.
Requests:
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But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that 


the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.


											           2 Corinthians 4:7 (ESV)








