
 discouragement happens  2 Corinthians 4:1,2; 2 Corinthians 1:8
Our job is to ______________ God’s ________________ - 








________________ and ________________.
 spiritual blindness is real  2 Corinthians 4:3,4; John 8:44; 1 John 4:4
It doesn’t matter how much we ___________ or how ________________ we 
                                                                     are if we don’t _______________ Jesus.

 jesus is “more Real”  2 Corinthians 4:5,6;  1 Corinthians 1:18, 2:1
People can _______________ with ______________, but
                                     no one can _______________ a _________________ life.

Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 4:1-6       Week of Nov. 13, 2016 (week 9 of 10)
1.
When has a “little thing” that someone else did been a great encouragement to you?
2.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:1,2. If the “ministry” Paul refers to in v 1 is the “new covenant” that he described in chapter 3, what is there about this “ministry” that would help him (and us) to not lose heart (review chapter 3 and make a list)? 
3.
How does Paul say that he does and does not handle God’s Word? 

Give an example (from Scripture or your own experience) of someone handling God’s Word incorrectly. 

How would such misuse of God’s Word affect how people respond to it?

4.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:3,4. What does it mean for the gospel to be “veiled”? 

Of whom does Paul say this is true? 

Read John 8:44. How does this explain the “veiling” of the gospel? 

Should we ever stop trying to convince someone of the truth of the gospel? Explain.
5.
Read 1 John 4:4. What encouragement does this provide against the blinding work of Satan? 

What is the difference between a believer who does not understand some aspect of Scripture and an unbeliever whose mind is veiled? 
6.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:5,6. In what ways could a believer be guilty of “preaching themselves” instead of drawing attention to Jesus? 


Read 1 Corinthians 2:1 & 1:18. Why is it important for this to be the focus of our message to unbelievers? 
7.
From 1 Corinthians 4:5 & 6, how can our attitude toward others (v5) and God’s work in our lives (v6) support the message of the gospel? 
As your group prays, ask God to open the eyes of people you know who are blinded to the truth of the gospel.
Requests:
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For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 


with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.


											           2 Corinthians 4:5 (ESV)








