
 Apostolic indecision  2 Corinthians 2:12,13; Acts 16:6-10
You’re not _________________, and that’s OK 



     because _________ one ____________ is ______________.
 guaranteed success  2 Corinthians 2:14-16; Philippians 2:9-11;
         


   

      Matthew 5:12, Luke 6:22
Your victory doesn’t depend on ______________ you ___________ 

but on ______________ you __________.
 humble authenticity  2 Corinthians 2:17;  2 Timothy 2:15; 2 Corinthians 1:12
We don’t need to ________________ because we’re not _______________, 
                      but to ________________ the _____________ who __________.

Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 2:12-17         Week of Oct. 30, 2016 (week 7 of 10)
1.
What is your favorite smell? What is your least favorite smell?
2.
Read 2 Corinthians 2:12,13. What kind of response does Paul say his ministry received in Troas? 

Does it surprise you that Paul left a place of fruitful ministry because of his feelings of uneasiness? Why or why not? 

If Paul was looking for Titus to receive a report on the welfare of the Christians in Corinth, how might this report of his anxiety have helped them to understand how he felt about them?
3.
Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-16. How is Paul able to speak of his “triumph in Christ” in the same breath as confessing his weakness? 


Read Acts 9:23; 14:19 & 16:22-24. Based on these experiences of Paul, how is he able to say that God always leads us in triumph … in every place? 

When has Christ enabled you to triumph in the midst of a personal struggle? 
4.
Read Matthew 5:16, John 13:35 and John 15:18. How can these verses help us understand what Paul means when he says we are the smell of death to some and the fragrance of life to others? 

Read Matthew 5:12 & Luke 6:22. How can we ensure that when others find our odor repulsive, it is for the right reasons? 
5.
How would you answer Paul’s question (in v. 16) “Who is sufficient for these things?” 


Read 2 Corinthians 2:17. How does Paul answer his own question? 

What is one thing you can do to build transparent sincerity into your life?
As your group prays, ask God to develop in you a fragrance that would draw others to himself.
Requests:
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But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere.


											           2 Corinthians 2:14 (ESV)








