
 …too soft…  1 Corinthians 5:1-13; Proverbs 10:12; Matthew 7:1-5
All _________  should be treated ___________________, because




     it is ____________________ and _____________________.
 …too hard…  2 Corinthians 2:4-6; Proverbs 15:32; Proverbs 27:6; 
         


   Hebrews 12:14,15
The purpose of ______________ is not to ___________ but to ____________.
 …just right…  2 Corinthians 2:7-11; Matthew 18:15-17; Galatians 6:1-3; 
         
 

   Colossians 3:12-14; James 5:19,20;
Forgiving others is important for _____________, for __________, 
                         

          and for our __________________.


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 2:5-11         Week of Oct. 23, 2016 (week 6 of 10)
1.
What is your favorite fairy tale, and why do you like it?
2.
Read 1 Corinthians 5:1,2. What error had the Corinthian Christians made in their response to the situation Paul describes here? 

Read Matthew 7:1-5. How might a Christian who reads only v. 1 make the same error that the Corinthians had made? 
How does v. 5 “qualify” what Jesus said in v. 1?

3.
Read 2 Corinthians 2:5-11. What different error had the Corinthian Christians made in their response to the person who had sinned in this situation (vv. 6,7)? 
Which of the two errors made by the Corinthians do you think is more common among Christians today (opinion)? 
Which is more dangerous? Explain. 

4.
What different attitudes and actions does Paul ask the Corinthian believers to express toward the “offender” who has repented? 

How can we know if someone’s repentance is genuine? 
What would the restoration that Paul calls for look like, practically?
5.
Read Matthew 18:15-17. List the steps Jesus calls for in addressing the actions of another believer who has offended you. 
What is the intended result of the process Jesus outlines? 
What does it mean to treat someone “as a Gentile and a tax collector”? 
6.
Read Hebrews 12:14,15. What consequences does this passage warn against for refusing to forgive a fellow believer? 
Read Colossians 3:12-14. On what basis does Paul here encourage us to extend forgiveness to each other? 
What steps can we take as a church (or group) to develop this attitude toward each other?
As your group prays, ask God to help you extend to others the same forgiveness he has extended to you.
Requests:
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My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.


											               James 5:19,20 (ESV)








