
 needy people   2 Corinthians 1:1,2; Romans 1:1; 1 Corinthians 9:2, 15:9; 




       Galatians 1:1, 15-17; Philippians 3:5,6; 
When ____________  comes, we often __________ up too ___________.
 our gracious god  2 Corinthians 1:3-7; Job 2:11-13; John 14:16; 
         


Philippians 3:10;
God’s grace is most ____________  not in the ___________ times





   but in what ___________ to be the _____________.

Suffering makes us ________________ to ______________ and






   __________________ us to _______________ them.

 a personal example  2 Corinthians 1:8-11; Acts 19:23-34; 1 Corinthians 15:32;
         


Romans 8:17,18; James 2:2 -4; Philippians 1:19
Anything we can’t _________________ forces us to _______________ 
                             not on ______________________ but on ____________.



Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

2 Corinthians 1:1-11          Week of Oct. 9, 2016 (week 4 of 10)
1.
What one question would you like to ask God about suffering?
2.
Read 2 Corinthians 1:1,2. Since Paul’s past history with the Corinthians has included interpersonal friction, how do you think they would respond to this greeting? 
Read Proverbs 15:1. When have you witnessed the truth of this principle?
3.
Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. How would you describe in one sentence the reasons Paul gives for the suffering God allows to come into our lives? 
Do you agree or disagree with the statement “The only one who can give comfort is someone who has gone through the same kind of suffering”? Explain. 
Is that what Paul is saying in these verses? Why or why not?

4.
Read Job 2:11-13. What does the example of Job’s three friends demonstrate about comforting someone who is suffering? 
Are you comfortable with silence when you are with someone who is hurting? 
When you are hurting?
5.
Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-11. How would Paul’s transparent description of his own experience and response (v. 8) affect how his readers would be likely to respond to what he has said in the previous verses? 
How is what Paul says in these verses an illustration of what he said in the previous verses? 

6.
Read Romans 8:18 & James 1:2-4. What do these verses offer as a source of hope in suffering? 
How does the resurrection that Paul mentions (2 Corinthians 1:9) influence his view of suffering? 

If Paul is confident of the hope that he describes in v. 10, why does he enlist the prayer of the Corinthian believers (v. 11)?
What part should prayer play in the comfort we offer to others? 

As your group prays, thank God for the comfort you have experienced and pray for others who are in need of comfort.  

Requests:


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.like.to









				      2 Corinthians 1:1-11                                            October 9, 2016








Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, 


so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, 


with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.


											     2 Corinthians 1:3,4 (ESV)











