
 credentials   James 1:1; Matthew 12:46; John 7:5; 1 Corinthians 15:7; Acts 1:14
 
 

            Galatians 1:19; Acts 8:1
Persecution  _______________, but _______________ suffering 












         can __________ the spirit.
 instructions  James 1:2-12; Romans 5:3-5; Romans 8:28; 1 Peter 1:6,7; 



 1 Corinthians 10:13; Job 1:21,21; 2:10; Hebrews 11:6; Matthew 5:12
We can ____________ to trials with __________ - because






     God can _________ them to help us ____________.
If you need _________________,  ____________ God.
Look at _____________ with an ______________________ perspective.


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

James 1:1-12          Week of April 24, 2016 (week 4 of 10)
1.
How would you define wisdom? 

Who do you know who is wise? 

2.
Read James 1:1. What does the author tell us about himself? 

If he is the brother of Jesus, why does he not mention that (see James 2:1& 9)? 

Read Acts 8:1-4. How would the circumstances of these believers affect how they would receive James’ message? 

Does suffering make you more receptive to God’s truth or less so?
3.
Read James 1:2-4. What reason does the author give for choosing to consider trials a source of joy? 


What do we learn about trials from each of these verses? 

John 16:33

Romans 5:3-5

1 Peter 1:6& 7

1 Corinthians 10:13 (‘temptation’ is the same word as ‘trial’)

 Read Job 1:20-22 and 2:10. How does Job exemplify a positive response to life’s unexplained difficulties?
4.
Read James 1:5-8. Why is wisdom necessary when going through trials? 

Read Proverbs 2:1-6. How does this passage help explain what it means to “ask” for wisdom? 

Read Hebrews 11:6. How does this explain the kind of faith God requires of us?
5.
Read James 1:9-11. How could both poverty and riches result in trials? 

Of the two, do you think poverty or riches would present the greater trial? Why? 


Read Proverbs 30:7-9. How could the author’s attitude apply to other kinds of trials that we face?
6.
Read James 1:12. What is the promise given to the person who perseveres under trials? 

How does this promise compare to the one Jesus made in Matthew 5:10-12? 

How can these promises provide perspective that you need for a trial you are facing?
As your group prays, ask for God’s strength and wisdom to face any difficulties that you are experiencing.  

Requests:


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.like.to






Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, 


for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, 


which God has promised to those who love him.


									             			        James 1:12 (ESV)


									














				        James 1:1-12                                                      April 24, 2016








