
 jewish leadership   John 18:28-32; Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:55-71; Luke 23:2
They found Jesus _________________ of ____________________.

They told Pilate Jesus was a _______________political _________________.

 pilate  John 18:33-38; Mark 8:31-38; Luke 9:20-26; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5
Believing in Jesus has _________________ - is it _____________ it?
____________ will it ____________ to __________ follow Jesus?


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

John 18:12-27          Week of March 6, 2016 (week9 of 10)
1.
Which kind of test would you rather take: ( “True or False” or  ( essay questions? For extra credit, explain why.
2.
Read John 18:28-32. What reasons do the Jewish leaders give for not entering Pilate’s palace? 

What is ironic about their concern for ceremonial defilement?
3.
What words would you use to describe the tone of the interaction between the Jewish leaders and Pilate in this passage? 


Read Matthew 23:13. How would the Jewish leaders’ behavior have affected Pilate’s ability to perceive and hunger for the truth about the God they were supposed to represent? 

How can the attitudes and behaviors of Christians affect our witness to others?

4.
Read John 10:31-32. Stoning was the punishment prescribed for blasphemy in the Jewish Law. Read John 3:14,15. What kind of death is suggested in Jesus’ own prediction in these verses? 

How did the interaction between the Jewish leaders and the Roman governor bring about a fulfillment of Jesus’ prediction? 

Read John 10:17,18. According to this passage, who was ultimately “responsible” for Jesus’ death? 

Does God’s sovereign control remove human responsibility for our actions? Why or why not?
5.
Read John 18:33-38. While Pilate was not concerned about a disagreement between Jews about their own doctrines, he had to take seriously a charge with political implications. How did Jesus define the term “king” so that his “kingship” was not a threat to Rome? 

Why do you think Pilate was convinced of Jesus’ innocence? 

6.
What do you think Pilate meant when he asked about truth in 18:38? 

How would you describe the Jewish leaders’ view of truth? 

How would you describe Pilate’s view of truth? 

What are some issues or situations where believers might be tempted to justify “bending” or compromise truth? 

What can we learn and apply from Jesus’ response to Pilate?
As your group prays, ask God to help you listen to Jesus’ voice.  

Requests:


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.like.to
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...Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was 


born and for this purpose I have come into the world--to bear witness 


to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice." 


									             			John 18:37 (ESV)


									











