
 not optional   John 15:12,14,17
Jesus calls us to __________________ to _____________ each other.
 not easy  John 15:12,13; Romans 5:8; Mark 10:45; Luke 9:23
Jesus’ death is the _________________ expression of his love,




  



       but not the ______________ expression. 

My “__________” is more about ________________ than _______________.
 not on our own  John 15:12,14,15; John 15:9; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

Jesus not only ______________ us, he _______________ us!
The best thing I can do for my loved ones is 

to _________________ my ___________________ with _____________.




Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

John 15:12-17          Week of Feb. 14, 2016 (week 6 of 10)
1.
Finish this sentence: “When I think of Valentine’s Day, it makes me feel...” Do you have any favorite traditions for Valentine’s Day?
2.
Read John 15:12-17. What is your initial response to the repetition of the word “command” as part of Jesus’ instruction about loving each other? 

How would you respond to someone who claims that love is an emotion that we do not choose or control? 
3.
Jesus calls us to love “as he loved us” and pictures his own love as “laying down his life for his friends.” Read Romans 5:8 and Mark 10:45. In what ways can we imitate Jesus’ love for us? 

In what ways was his expression of love unique? 




Read Ephesians 5:1,2 and Philippians 2:1-5. What specific actions are suggested as an imitation of Jesus’ love for us?
4.
Read Luke 9:23. Sunday’s message suggested that “bearing our cross” is more about serving others than it is about suffering. Do you agree? Why or why not? 
5.
Read John 15:14 & 15. What is your response to the idea that Jesus considers you a friend? 

What difference does (or should) it make in how you approach your relationship with him?
6.
Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. List the specific descriptions of love that are used in this passage. 

Which (if any) are most challenging for you to put into practice in your life? 

Choose one or two that you would like to improve on (sharing with your group is optional) and ask God to help you rely on his help to do it. 
As your group prays, thank God for evidences of his love and ask for his help to show that love to others he brings into your life.  

Requests:


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.like.to
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1 Corinthians 13:4-7





Love is...





What does it look like? How can I do it?





Lord, help me to ____________________________________.





 





This is my commandment, that you love one another 


as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, 


that someone lay down his life for his friends. world.


											John 15:12,13 (ESV)











