  Message Notes  
The Ultimate Beatitude
The Beatitudes…
· …form the ___________________________ to the Sermon in verses 3- 10

· Principle of Inclusion: Kingdom of Heaven in vv 3 & 10

· …form a ___________________ in the Bible; Jesus places 8 beatitudes together

· …are more than a random list, but a ______________________________ for us

· First 7 focus on what happens ______ you; the 8th on what happens _____ you

· Verses 11-12 provide a further ______________________ into verse 10

· Another example: the Lord's Prayer -Matt 6:12, 14-15)

`
We need to see                               the 'Why' of our suffering!
"…because of righteousness…because of Me…in the same way…prophets"

‘No servant is greater than his master.’

If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you also. -John 15:20

We need to be determined to                                     respond!
"Rejoice and be glad"

The apostles left…rejoicing because they had been counted worthy

of suffering disgrace for the Name. -Acts 5:41

We need to hold on                                 to what is promised!
"Blessedness…Kingdom of Heaven…Reward"

· Presently we can experience…

· The __________________________ of God's favor toward us

· The sustaining power of God's _________________ in our life
· In Heaven we can receive a great __________________!
Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,

because great is your reward in Heaven.-Luke 6:23


Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

Matthew 5:3-12          Week of Feb. 7, 2016 (week 5 of 10)
1.
What was the best thing that happened to you this week? 

Did you experience anything particularly challenging this week?
2.
Read Matthew 5:3-12. How are the beatitudes an overview of how to become more like Christ? 

Take some time and describe how they imply a progression for the Christian life.

3.
Why did Jesus want us to be absolutely clear when it comes to the “Why” of this type suffering in the Christian life?


4.
Think through other Scriptures you are familiar with and begin to make a list of men and women who suffered for righteousness sake. 

What applications can be drawn from your list or as you hear others share in your group? 

Can you think of a time in your life when you suffered because of your relationship with Jesus?

5.
Look up some of the occurrences of “rejoice and be glad” in the Psalms and look at their context. What can you glean about this type of response? (To get started see Psalm 5:11; 9:2; 14:7, 31:7)

6.
Read 2 Corinthians 4:17,18 and Romans 8:18. From these passages and others that you are familiar with, and from Sunday’s message, how is it possible to rejoice and be glad in the face of suffering?

7.
What does Jesus mean by the phrase “the Kingdom of Heaven” and how does that relate to our suffering?

8.
In light of this passage and Sunday’s message, do you think the old adage “you can be so heavenly minded you’re of no earthly good” is accurate or not? Why?
As your group prays, pray for each other to have a right response in any challenging situations you are facing.  

Requests:


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.like.to
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


					   Matthew 5:10 (ESV)











