

Believing that life _________ should make a _________ in how we ______.
Sanctity of Life:  what is it?   Genesis 1:27; 2:7; 9:6; Exodus 20:13; 
 
 

          

    

Romans 13:1-4 
People are ___________ to God, so they ___________ be special to ______.
Sanctity of Life:  keeping it personal   Psalm 139:1-24; Ezekiel 33:11;  
God ____________ about our _______________ lives.
God _____________ about _____________ person’s _____________.
Sanctity of Life:  making it practical   John 13:17 
We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in his image... We are therefore called to defend, protect and value all human life...    to take positive action... and to become an agent of grace and support...
(Living Hope Statement on Sanctity of Life)
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21-days of prayer – for ideas to “pray and engage”

Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

Genesis 1:27, 2:7, Psalm 139     Week of Jan. 24, 2016 (week 3 of 10)
1.
On a scale of 1 to 10, how “tuned in” are you to political issues? 

How do you respond to people who are more or less “tuned in”?
2.
Read Genesis 1:26-28 and Genesis 2:7,22. What distinction do these verses make between human life and other forms of life?

What do you think it means that mankind is created “in God’s image”? 

How would you answer someone who said that humans are no different from other animal life? 
3.
Read Psalm 139:1-18. How is the Psalmist’s understanding of the value of human life different from views that are common in our culture or the media? 



Think of a person whose company you least enjoy. Now re-read these verses as a statement about that person.  Is your attitude toward that person different? If so, how?
4.
Read Psalm 139:19-22. What is your response to the ideas expressed here? 

How might the author’s reflections in vv. 17 & 18 have influenced his view of those who oppose God in their thoughts and actions? 

Read Ezekiel 18:23 & 33:11. How is God’s attitude toward those who oppose him different from that of the Psalmist? 

Read Psalm 139:23,24. How do you think this prayer affected the author’s attitude toward those he was talking about in vv. 19-22?


5.
Read  Luke 7:36-50. What comfort might this passage give to someone who has been personally involved in abortion (or any other action which they later regret)? 

How can we be sensitive to those who may need that comfort?
6.
Sunday’s message read from a statement suggesting that if we believe in the sanctity of life we should be moved to “positive action.” What kinds of action do you consider most (or least) helpful in promoting the sanctity of life? 
As your group prays, ask God to help your thoughts and actions reflect his thoughts and actions (as in vv. 23 & 24). 
Requests:


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.like.to






	   Genesis 1:27, Psalm 139                                                     January 24, 2016











Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 


And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me 


in the way everlasting!


												   Psalm 139:23,24 (ESV)











