
Whatever anyone else _______, it’s what God_______ that ___________.

 john the baptist     John 5:30-35; John 1:19-36; Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15
Sometimes it’s easier to ____________ the truth than to ________ on it. 

 miracles   John 5:36; John 20:30,31; John 3:1,2;  John 10:37,38; John 14:10,11
Jesus’ miracles weren’t about the___________, they were about ________. 
 scripture  John 5:37-39; Deuteronomy 18:15; Luke 16:29-31; Luke 24:25-27,44
  

 
    2 Timothy 3:15-17
All of ____________________ points to _____________. 

 what about you?   John 5:40-47; John 14:25,26; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; 
  

 


          James 1:22-25
The Bible doesn’t always_______ what I __________ - will I __________ it?
Sometimes the Bible asks me to ________ what I don’t ___________ to do-














         Will I _______ it?



Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

John 5:30-47           Week of May 31, 2015 (week 8 of 10)
1.
Have you ever been the recipient of a surprise party? If so, did you appreciate it? If not, would you like to be?
2.
Read John 5:30-35. In the previous section (vv. 19-29), what claims has Jesus made that the Jewish authorities would take issue with?

Read John 1:23,29,34,36. How did the testimony of John the Baptist support Jesus’ claims? 

Read Isaiah 40:3. Why did John (and Jesus) expect the Jews to respect what John the Baptist said? 
3.
Read John 5:36 and John 3:1,2. What had Nicodemus said about the miracles that Jesus performed? 

How do you think the miracles Jesus has done up to this point (John 2:7-9, 4:50, 5:8) support his claim to be equal to God (5:18)? Explain.
4.
Read John 5:37-39. What does Jesus affirm about the Jews (v39a)? 

What does he say is lacking in their understanding of Scripture?

 Read 2 Timothy 3:15-17. What is to be the ultimate goal of knowing what the Bible says? 

How can we as Christians have an “unhealthy reverence” for the Bible? How can we avoid it?
5.
Read John 5:40-47. List the criticisms that Jesus makes against the Jewish authorities. 

Do you think he was being to harsh with them? Why or why not? 

From v.34b and 40b, what was Jesus’ motivation in addressing them as he did? 


6.
Read James 1:22-25. How does this passage describe the same attitude Jesus criticized in the Jewish authorities? 

What approach does it suggest as a right response to God ‘s Word? 

What promise does it make for those who approach Scripture correctly? 
As your group prays, ask God to help you respond correctly to the truth of his Word. 
Requests:


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.has.it



But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty,


and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts,


he will be blessed in his doing. 


												   James 1:25 (ESV)
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