
_______ faith can have an _____________ on ____________.
...like  Isaac        Hebrews 11:20; Genesis 26:3,4, 24; 1 Thessalonians 4:11
Faith is not something we_______; it’s believing what God __________.

...like  jacob        Hebrews 11:21; Genesis 48:1-22
It’s hard to ____________ everything – and ______ don’t __________ to!
...like  joseph        Hebrews 11:22; Genesis 50:20, 24,25;  Exodus i:8, 13:19
God never ____________ his _______________ or his ______________.


If my faith is not the kind I want to pass on to people around me, I need to

_____________ my __________ of faith and ask God to ___________ it.



Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

Hebrews 11:20-22                    Week of November 9, 2014
1.
When you were growing up, what is something that you very much wanted, and finally received after a long wait? 

How did the long period of waiting affect your enjoyment when it was received?
2.
Read Genesis 12:1-3 & Genesis 26:1-4. How did God’s promise to Isaac compare with the one given to Abraham a generation earlier?

Read Genesis 27:27-29. How does Isaac’s blessing to Jacob show that he believed God would keep his promises?



3.
Read Genesis 27:38-40 & Hebrews 11:20. The author of Hebrews does not mention Jacob’s deceit, the strife between Jacob and Esau, or any of Isaac’s personal failures. Does it surprise you that Isaac is listed as a positive example of faith? Why or why not? 

4.
Read Genesis 48:3-5, 15-16 and Hebrews 11:21. Jacob’s blessing of Joseph’s sons took place in Egypt, where Joseph had been sold into slavery and risen to a position of power and influence, and where Jacob had taken refuge with the rest of his family when a severe famine threatened them in Canaan. Given these circum-stances, how does the summary of Jacob’s faith in Hebrews 11:21 demonstrate his faith in God’s promises and character?

5.
Read Genesis 50:15,20,25 & Exodus 1:8. It was generations later, after the Israelites had been slaves in Egypt for 400 years, that Moses led them out of Egypt and eventually to the promised land. Read Exodus 13:19 & Hebrews 11:22. Why do you think the author of Hebrews uses Joseph’s request about his burial as the single example of Joseph’s faith? 

How do you think Joseph’s request affected the faith of the Israelites during their 400 years as slaves?


6.
Which of these three examples do you find most encouraging? 

How can their examples inspire us to “finish well” and have the kind of faith that encourages others to trust God?

As your group prays, ask God for opportunities to encourage others through your faith in him, even when you don’t see “the answer.”
Requests: 


Messages and expanded Discussion Sheets are online at: LivingHope.has.it












But Joseph said to them, "Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?


As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to


bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.


												 Genesis 50:19,20 (ESV)
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