
 WHO. Colossians 2:1; Colossians 1:9-12; 4:12; Ephesians 6:18-20; Luke 22:44,45     
Our _______________ in other people’s lives 





     is not ________________ by our __________________.
 WHAT. Colossians 2:2-4; John 14:16; Romans 1:11,12; 2 Timothy 1:4; Proverbs 12:25;
       
           Hebrews 10:24,25; Ephesians 4:1-3, 13,14; John 13:34,35   
The ___________ to _________________ is a _______________  –    







                         – don’t do it ________________.

_________________ worth _____________ spiritually is in ____________.    
 HOW?. Colossians 2:5; Ephesians 6:10-12; Ephesians 3:16-19
We become mature by _______________ the_________________ 

    





                          that lead to ________________.
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Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

Week of September 30, 2018


       Colossians 2:1-5
1.
Describe a time when you took a “shortcut” that was not shorter or faster.

2.
Read Colossians 2:1-5. The word “struggle” in v. 1 can refer to physical or athletic competitions as well as emotional or spiritual conflict. From the rest of the passage, what kind of struggle do you think Paul is talking about? What parallels are there between this “struggle” and his earlier prayer in 1:9-12? 
3.
Read Colossians 4:12 and Luke 22:44,45. How can knowing that others sometimes experience prayer as a struggle help us to be more consistent in our own prayer lives?
4.
How would you summarize the desires that Paul expresses for his readers in vv. 2 & 3? Read Hebrews 10:24,25. What relationship is there between encouragement and “being knit together in love” in the life of the believer? In the corporate life of the church? 
5.
Why is it important that encouragement and loving relationships be based on an accurate understanding of Christ, “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”? 
6.
Paul rejoices in v. 5 to see his readers’ “good order” (discipline) and the stability of their faith in Christ. Is your approach to the  practice of your faith quite structured or more casual? Explain.
7.
What “disciplines” (or regular practices) have you found most helpful in your spiritual life? What practices would you like to make a more regular part of your spiritual experience?
 As your group prays, ask for God’s help in knowing and following the “next step” that would move you closer to him.
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One “discipline” to start or strengthen: ____________________
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