
 THINGS COULD BE WORSE….  Genesis 39:1-6; Psalm 1:1-3 
       1  
Self- __________ can keep us from _____________ God 











   in our ____________________.
 STUBBORN TEMPTATIONS and FALSE ACCUSATIONS. Genesis 39:7-18; 
   1 Corinthians 10:13, 6:18; Psalm 51:4; Luke 12:21; 2 Timothy 2:22; Proverbs 5:3-14
Our _______ has ______________ consequences - and _________ God.
 NO GOOD DEED GOES UNPUNISHED. Genesis 39:19-23; Hebrews 13:5,6; 









        2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Philippians 4:12 
Being “blessed” is to __________ God is __________ us 





    and ___________ him in our _____________________.
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Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

Genesis 39:1-23    Week of February 25, 2018 
1.
Read Genesis 39:1-6. If you were in Joseph’s place, what would be the most difficult aspect of your sudden new circumstances? Why? How many times is the Lord mentioned in this passage? How does this compare with how often God was mentioned in chapters 37 & 38 (hint: don’t look too hard)? What might the author want us to conclude from this difference? 

2.
Read Genesis 39:7-18. Describe the steps Joseph took in resisting the advances of Potiphar’s wife. Read 1 Corinthians 6:18 and 2 Timothy 2:22. How do these verses tell us to avoid sin? How are these instructions different from what James advises when he says “resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7)? Why the difference? What might it look like for someone today to “flee from sexual immorality”?
3.
What excuses might Joseph have used to justify giving in to the advances of Potiphar’s wife? What reasons do people use today to justify engaging in sexual – or any other kind of sin? Read Galatians 6:7,8. What does this say about our excuses? What would you say to someone who struggles with sin and says “but I don’t want to resist temptation?”
4.
Read Genesis 39:19-23. Does Joseph’s punishment seem less harsh than you would expect for the alleged offense? Why or why not? How might Joseph have seen this development as an “answer to his prayers” regarding the unwanted advances of Potiphar’s wife? 

5.
Keep in mind that Joseph didn’t know “the end of the story” when he was torn from his family, worked for years as a slave, was falsely accused and thrown into prison. What helps you to remember that God is still working in your “story” when what is happening now is unpleasant and unexplained?
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My “Circumstance” (or temptation):
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