
God doesn’t work through ___________ people with __________ families,
but through _____________ who is willing to _________ him.

 WHY JOSEPH?.  Genesis 37:1,2; Genesis 12:2,3; 15:13,14; 35:23-26
Life’s ____________ is to _______ God without knowing what’s _______. 
 WHO IS HE?. Genesis 37:2-11; Genesis 29:30,31; 2 Samuel 13:18,19



 
1 Chronicles 5:1,2; Proverb 27:2; James 3:14-16
___________ children don’t need to be ___________ the ____________;



they need to be loved________________.

The ________ of your family doesn’t have to ___________ God 




from _______________ in your ____________.
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Discussion Questions for Small Groups or personal study

Genesis 37:1-11    Week of February 4, 2018 
1.
Read Genesis 37:1-11. What observations can you make from this passage about the dynamics of the family Joseph grew up in? 
2.
Read Genesis 35:23-26. How would Jacob’s multiple wives have complicated Joseph’s relationship with his brothers? How do you think the attitude of Joseph’s brothers toward him might have affected him as a young boy? 
3.
In addition to being ornate, the robe given to Joseph by his father extended all the way to the wrists and ankles, making it unsuitable for manual labor, suggesting that Joseph was in a position of authority over his (older) brothers. Read 1 Chronicles 5:1,2.    

How does Jacob’s preferential treatment of Joseph help explain his brothers’ anger? Does it excuse their behavior? 
4.
Read James 3:16-18. What are the effects of jealousy and anger? Who do they affect? What alternative to anger does James call for? What would that have looked like in Joseph’s family? 
5.
Do you think Joseph’s two dreams were from God? Why or why not? If you were in Joseph’s situation, what would you have thought about dreams like these? How could Joseph have responded differently to the dreams than he did? 
6.
Does it surprise you that Jacob’s family was so messed up? Why or why not? What from this passage is particularly encouraging or helpful to you?
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